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Speaker, in which he declared: "Unwilling to leave
the matter on such a footing, I have concluded to
request of the House of Representatives, as I now
do, that a new inquiry may be, without delay, in-
stituted in some mode, most effectual for an ac-
curate and thorough investigation; and I will
add, that the more comprehensive it is, the more
agreeable it will be to me."
Giles promptly took up the challenge, and
moved the appointment of a committee to examine
the state of the Treasury Department in all its
particulars. Pending action by the House, a new
complication was introduced, which, though meant
as a blow at Hamilton, resulted in a signal triumph
for him. His enemies got hold of a discharged
clerk of the Treasury Department by means of
whom they now tried to counteract the effect of
Hamilton's challenge. Two days after Hamilton's
letter to the Speaker, a memorial from Andrew G.
Fraunces was laid before the House making charges
which amounted to this: that there was a com-
bination between Hamilton and other officers of
the Treasury Department to evade payment of
warrants so that they could be bought up for
speculative purposes. Hamilton's request for an
investigation was allowed to lie on the table, but